1

Forms of Government:  WHERE is the power?
	Unitary System
	All power is in ONE (uni) central group

	Federal System
	A central and local government SHARE power (for example, the United States)

	Confederacy
	A loosely connected group of independent states (for example:  government in the U.S. under the Articles of Confederation)


Types of Government:
WHO Governs the state?
	Autocracy
	The power to rule is in the hands of a SINGLE individual

	Anarchy
	The TOTAL absence of government

	Monarchy
	A form of an autocracy; king or queen has the power in the government

	Oligarchy
	Any system of power in which a SMALL GROUP holds power

	Democracy
	A system of government in which the PEOPLE rule

	Characteristics of a Democracy (4)
	1. Individual liberty

2. Majority rules with minority rights

3. Free elections

4. Competing political parties

	Direct Democracy
	The people, DIRECTLY (for example, town meetings) have an opportunity to have input into decisions made by the government through the voting process

	Representative Government (Republic)
	System of government in which the people ELECT officials to represent them indirectly in making laws and running the government (the country is too large to have a “direct democracy”) 

	Socialism
	 Economic system based on the public (NOT private) ownership of the means by which goods and services are produced, distributed and exchanged (no private ownership of businesses – the government owns and controls)

	Communism 
	Economic system (based on the ideas of Karl Marx)  - a FORM/TYPE of socialism where the people own all means of production.  There would be no need for a government in this utopian society


FORMS of GOVERNMENT and TYPES of GOVERNMENT

Match each term with its definition – Fill in the blanks
direct democracy
oligarchy

Representative democracy
confederacy/confederate
unitary system

Federal system/federalism
Monarchy
democracy
autocracy/authoritarian/dictatorship

1. ____________________
states have more power than the federal government.

2. ____________________
the federal government holds all the power

3. ____________________
 the states and the federal government share the power

4. ____________________
on person holds all the power and is often corrupt/unfair





(takes away people’s freedoms)

5..____________________
citizens have the opportunity to directly vote on every issue

6. ____________________
citizens select a delegate to represent them in government





(this delegate votes on every issue)

7. ____________________
rule by the people (citizens have their voice heard)

8. ____________________
rule by a small group of people

9. ____________________
rule by a king or queen

