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NAFTA- Good idea or Bad idea???
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	Pros
	Cons

	1.
	Jobs and factories have been moved to Mexico, but supplies are still from inside the US. In other words, American companies continue to purchase the goods they need from America.
	Factories are relocated for cheaper labor and jobs are cut in the United States.

	2.
	Mexico benefits from this trade, since more jobs are created for low income Mexican people.  This should help build the Mexican economy.
	The opposite effect is that Americans are losing their jobs and there is an increase in US spending.

	3.
	NAFTA brought in a flood of foreign investment and contributed to a 24% rise in Mexico's per person income.
	The agreement has destroyed Mexico's small farmers and also increased U.S. food imports.

	4.
	The purpose was to increase the number of Mexican jobs, thereby increasing the standard of living.  It would also lower the number of illegal Mexican immigrants entering the US.
	Data has shown that NAFTA is ineffective in lowering the number of illegal Mexican immigrants entering the US to find jobs.

	5.
	US companies near the border are gaining positive results from NAFTA
	US companies away from the border are gaining negative results from NAFTA, notably jobs

	6.
	NAFTA'S goal is to reduce taxes among Mexico, Canada, and the United States over a period of years, making it easier to trade goods across national borders.  
	Although NAFTA has created trade between the three countries, the environment has suffered due to the increase in pollution from cheaply made factories. 



The chart above compares pros and cons for several issues related to NAFTA.  For numbers 1-6, read the 
arguments and decide which one you believe is more important.  On the lines provided below, describe 
your choice using complete sentences. 
1. Pro or Con? Why?
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2. Pro or Con? Why?

                                                                                                                                                                          .
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3. Pro or Con? Why?

                                                                                                                                                                          .
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4. Pro or Con? Why?
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                                                                                                                                                                          .

5. Pro or Con? Why?
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6. Pro or Con? Why?

                                                                                                                                                                          .
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7. Overall, do you think NAFTA is a good idea? Why or why not? Explain your answer.
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