Name _________________________________ Period _____ Date ________________

Southwest Asia Physical Geography

1.  The major mountain ranges in this area are:

A.

B.

C.

2.  The most common climates in this area are desert (arid) and semiarid.

A.

B.

3.  Sahara Desert

The Sahara Desert is the largest dry desert in the world.  South of the Sahara is a region called the ____________ .  The ______________ has a semiarid climate zone and is covered by dry grass called _______________ .

4.  Wadis and Oases

An oasis is an area in the desert where _______________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

A wadi is a dry __________________________________________________________

5.  The Sahel is a fragile area and is prone to desertification.

Desertification is _________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6.  Desertification is caused by humans and natural conditions.  Long droughts cause vegetation to die.  However, humans with herds of goats, sheep, and camels also cause desertification.

7.  Water Features

A.

B.

C.

8.  Strategic Waterways

The Middle East has many strategic waterways, or narrow bodies of water that are important for trade or defense.

9.  Bosporus and Dardanelles

The Bosporus and Dardanelles connect the ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

