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Hey, King: Get Off Our Backs! Name: Indégendtmc

Really? Was it that bad? By 1776, the American colonists
living under English rule thought so. In fact, things were
so bad that they went to war to gain their independence.
But why? What could have been so intolerable?

Give me liberty,
or give me

The first Englishmen came to America four hundred years ago looking for

gold, silver, and a waterway to Asia. They were part of a trading company

that convinced the king of England to grant them a charter giving them
permission to set up a colony in America. But they did not find what they

- were looking for. Times got so hard those first settlers had to eat rats and

even each other to keep from starving to death. Pretty soon, though, more

people arrived and times got better. The English were here to stay.

Patrick Henry

Hail to the King

Back in England, the King probably figured he had a pretty good
deal. Other people got seasick sailing across the ocean to settle
an untamed land while he sat in his palace ruling England. Except
that being king just wasn't what it used to be. Back in the 1200s,
a king could really do what he wanted! But this was the 1600s,
and now the English people had representatives in Parliament

who made laws and stood up for peoples’ rights. They even gave
advice to the king. Bah!
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England’s laws.

We're Doing Just Fine, Thanks

England had a lot of other colonies besides those in America and plenty of
other problems to deal with. The king and Parliament didnt have much time
to pay attention to the American colonists. By the mid-1700s there were 13
colonies, and each colony had its own government. These little governments
grew stronger and more used to being in control. When problems came up,
the colonial governments took care of things themselves. The colonists were

out on their own, making their own decisions, governing things the way they
wanted to without much interference.

I EVICS Reading p.1

The Thirteen
Colonies



